May 4, 2021

The Honorable Marvin Abney

House Finance Committee
RI State House
Providence, R1 02903

Re: Please support H.6249

Dear Chairman Abney:

As the hospitality industry prepares to fully reopen at the end of May, we are faced with another

crisis - a workforce shortage.

Restaurants and hotels across the country are struggling to find employees. In Rhode Island, at
the same time the State is reopening the economy, our industry cannot operate because they
simply don't have the staff. A large part of this struggle is due to the extra $300 weekly UI

benefit mandated by the federal government.

Please support H.6249, which provides an incentive to employees to return to work by increasing
the amount of UI benefits people can collect when returning to work. This allows these critical
employees to return to work and still benefit from the additional $300/week.

We have some so far - we cannot let a workforce shortage stand in the way of our recovery.

Sincerely,

Leslie Albuquerque
Creperie

82 Fones Alley
Providence, R1 02906

Jonathan Alves
Tigerfish

39 Camden Ave
Providence, R1 02908

Walter Andrews
Newport Marriott
36 Everett St
Bristol, RI 02809

Joanna Arrighie
Providence Marriott
1 Orms Street .
Providence, R1 02903

David Batista
Dunkin

699 Bald Hill Rd
Warwick, RI 02886

Kerri Battista

Luigis Restaurant & Gourmet
Express

100 Council Rock Rd
Cranston, RI 02921

Tom Bovis
Rosalina

50 Turner Ave
Cranston, RI 02920

Raymond Brooks
Picasso’s Pizza & Pub
5 Anawan Dr
Narragansett, RT 0288
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Mike Bryan

Renaissance Providence Downtown
5 Ave of the Arts

Providence, RI 02903

Geralyn Burke
Perro Salado

4 Halsey St
Newport, RI 02840

Geremie Callaghan
Fluke Newport
139 Eustis Ave
Newport, RI 02840

Paul Conforti

Encore Hospitality Group
311 Sylvan Ct

North Kingstown, RI 02874

Vincent Costable
Gordon Food Service
110 Massasoit Dr
Warwick, RI 02888

Kenneth Cusson

Newport Restaurant Group
329 Wayland Ave
Providence, RI 02906

Lionel Delos
Coley, Inc.

24 Rustic Acre Dr
Glocester, RI 02814

Ross Draper

The Oar

5 Spring St

New Shoreham, RI 02807

Kevin Fleming

Hilton Providence

55 Park Rd

East Providence, RI 02915

Colin Geoffroy

G Hospitality

100 Dorrance St
Providence, RI 02903

Mark Gervais
Wyndham Newport
240 Aquidneck Ave
Middletown, RI 02842

Russell Goyette
ChopHouse Grille
285 Water St
Warren, RI 02885

Laureen Grebien
101 Vine St
Pawtucket, RI 02861

Alyssa Heller

Uptown Food & Spirits
437 Main St

Warren, RI 02885

Charlie Holder
Midtown Oyster Bar
345 Thames St
Newport, RI 02840

Regina Jones
O’Brien’s Pub

2 Weatherly Ave
Newport, RI 02840

Jennifer Liggett
McDonald’s

2500 New London Turnpike
East Greenwich, RI 02818

Phil Liggett
McDonalds

1377 Atwood Ave
Johnston, RI 02919



RICHARD MIGNANELLI
Richards Pub

4 Brier Ct

East Greenwich, RI 02818

Tom Mcdonald
The Capital Grille
128 Sheldon St
Cranston, RI 02905

Farouk Rajab

Providence Marriott Downtown
1 Orms St

Providence, RI 02904

John Richard

The Avery

111 Paine Ave
Cranston, R1 02910

Casey Riley

Newport Restaurant Group
300 Metro Center Blvd
Warwick, RI 02886

Janet Russell
McBride’s Pub

161 Wayland Ave
Providence, RI 02906

Michael Sabitoni

Johnson & Wales University
2 Red Hawk Dr

Cranston, R1 02921

Anthony Santurri

Colosseum Nightclub

1 Regency Plz Apt 1213

Apt 1213Providence, RI 02903

David Smiley

Gurney’s Newport Resort & Marina
10 Timber Ln

Exeter, R1 02822

Joseph Tortolano
Buffalo Lodging
100 Southern St
Cranston, RI 02920

Jack Walrond
Fresco Restaurants
67 Shannon Dr
Warwick, R1 02889

Scott Williams
Graduate Providence

6 Frederick Ln
Cumberland, RI 02864

Brian Young

Castle Hill Inn

270 Bellevue Ave

# 238Newport, RI 02840

Jack Doherty
Shannon View Inn
1901 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 02886

Kimberly dwyer
Brick Alley Pub

41 Shangri-La Ln
Middletown, RI 02842

Jeffrey Hirsh

Lobster Pot

119 Hope St

# 121Bristol, RI 02809

Bill Kitsilis

Angelo’s Palace Pizza
133 Mendon Rd
Cumberland, RI 02864

Ben Wood

Fire And Water Group

785 Middlebridge Rd
South Kingstown, RI 02879
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